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2 1 January 1, 1904 

GERMANY. 

Report from Berlin — Plague and cholera in various countries — Hats as 
the cause of plague outbreaks at Alexandria. 

Consul-General Mason reports, December 12, as follows: 

Plague. 

Egypt. — During the period from the 21st to the 28th of November 
there were registered in Egypt 4 cases of plague (and 2 deaths), viz: 
on the 24th of November 1 case (1 death) in Alexandria; 3 cases 
(1 death) in the district of Minieh. 

In Alexandria, where, since 1899 plague claims numerous victims 
annually during the period from April to November, and in the current 
year has caused more deaths than in any of the last four preceding 
years, the authorities are of opinion that the regular outbreak and 
abatement of the pestilence is connected with the birth of the young 
rats and the death of those animals not immune to the disease. It 
would seem that the stamping out of the plague in that place is espe- 
cially difficult, inasmuch as the present city of Alexandria rests for the 
most part upon the cellars and cisterns of the old town, in which there 
are probably millions of rats which can not be reached. 

British India. — Exclusive of the Bombay Presidency, there were 
registered during the four report weeks of the month of September 
16,615 deaths from plague (as compared with 6,300 deaths during the 
four August weeks). These deaths from plague were distributed as 
follows: 6,357 (2,434) in Central India, 2,443 (473) in Berar, 3,286 
(941) in Hyderabad, 2,243 (1,763) in Mysore, 1,013 (154) in the Cen- 
tral Provinces, 529 (429) in the Madras Presidency, 388 (53) in the 
Punjaub, 174 (11) in the United Provinces, and 134 (42) in Bengal 
exclusive of Calcutta. 

Hongkong. — On the 27th of October Hongkong was declared by the 
government to be free from plague, no case having occurred for ten 
days. 

China. — In Niuchwang up to the end of October 833 cases of 
plague (788 deaths) had been registered. In the beginning of Novem- 
ber 4 or 5 cases daily were being registered. 

Plague and cholera. 

British India. — In Calcutta during the three weeks from the 18th 
of October to the 7th of November, 13, 19, 14 persons died of cholera 
and 13, 19, 19 persons died of plague. 

Cholera. 

Turkey. — According to Bulletin No. 36 of the 24th of November, 
regarding cholera in Syria and Mesopotamia 52 additional cases and 
54 deaths have been registered there. 

Death rate of Berlin and other cities. 

The death rate of Berlin for the week ended November 28 was 
somewhat higher than it was in the last two preceding weeks amount- 
ing, calculated on the year to 14.9 per thousand of the population, 
being thus, however, lower than the rate for the corresponding week 
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of last year, in which it amounted to 16.1 per thousand. The follow- 
ing towns and cities had a considerably higher death rate than that of 
Berlin, viz: Leipzig, Bremen, Cologne, Stettin, Munich, Nuremberg, 
Cassel, Breslau, Konigsberg, Magdeburg as well as London, Paris, and 
Vienna. On the other hand the following places showed more favor- 
able figures than those of Berlin, namely: Hamburg, Frankfort-on-the- 
Main, Dresden, Hanover, Charlotfenburg (with 10.7), and Schoneberg 
(with the minimum of 9.2). There was a noticeable decrease in the 
number of deaths among children in the first year of life as compared 
with the figures of the last preceding week, the increase in the mor- 
tality being exclusively confined to the higher age classes, the infant 
death rate having fallen from 4.2 to 3.6 per year and mille, being 
thereby only half the rate of Munich and Nuremberg. During the 
week under discussion, acute intestinal diseases caused 39 deaths. 
Acute diseases of the respiratory organs caused 74 deaths, and influ- 
enza claimed five victims, 66 persons died of phthisis pulmonalis, and 
cancer claimed 39 victims. Seven persons died of scarlet fever, 3 
persons succumbed to diphtheria, and 11 persons died by violence. 

INDIA. 

Reports from Calcutta — Inspection of vessels. 

Passed Assistant Surgeon E. K. Sprague reports, November 26 and 
December 3, as follows: 

During the week ended November 21, 1903, bill of health was issued 
to one vessel, steamship Westminister, bound for Philadelphia, with a 
total crew of 28, all Europeans. 

During the week ended November 28, 1903, bill of health was issued 
to one vessel bound to New York, carrying a total crew of 39, all 
Europeans. 

Report on plague in the Bombay Presidency and the Punjab — Plague 
measures and their relation to importations into the United States. 

The following is received from Acting Assistant Surgeon Hume, at 
Byculla, Bombay, under date of November 28: 

The number of plague attacks and deaths in the Bombay Presidency 
was greater in the year ended May 31, 1903, than in any previous year 
since the onset of the epidemics, as will be seen from the following 
table: 

Summary of plague w Bombay Presidency, September, 1896, to October 31, 1903. 

Cases. ! Deaths. 



September, 1896, to May 28, 1897 ! 35,434! 28,737 

May 29, 1897, to May 27, 1898 \ 75,813 ! 61,220 

May 28, 1898, to June 2, 1899 147,747 | 115,083 

June 3, 1899, to June 1, 1900 ! 135,263 j 104,433 

June 2, 1900, to May 31, 1901 1 56,101 I 44,072 

June 1, 1901, to May 31, 1902 1 281,377 I 206,740 

Junel, 1902, to May 31, 1903 1 393,996 i 298,833 



Total 1 , 125, 731 859, 118 



June 1, 1903, to August 31, 1903. 

Month of September. 1903 

Month of October, 1903 



47,658 I 33,771 
50,057 | 36,105 
66,427 j 49,335 



Total since onset of epidemic in Bombay Presidency j 1,289,873 978,329 



